
HARDY PLANT SOCIETY / MID-ATLANTIC GROUP

historical timeline

Joanne Walkovic and Jean Schumacher convened the 
inaugural meeting of the Hardy Plant Society, Mid-Atlantic 
Group. The membership list totaled 29 from 5 states.

April, 1986

JeanJean JoanneJoanne

Spring and Fall Plant Sales were the main fundraisers. Members could 
participate in the HPS-Great Britain’s Seed Distribution Program. 
Publications included the unnamed Newsletter, and the Membership 
Directory and Guide to Members’ Open Gardens (later combined into 
one publication).

1980s

November, 1992
After the Articles of Incorporation were filed, establishing 
HPS/MAG as a PA not-for-profit organization, the By-Laws 
were accepted, and officers and committee chairs were 
elected by the general membership, which totaled 319 
from 27 states.

1993
Jean Schumacher and Joanne Walkovic 
were honored as Members of the Year. 
David Culp became the first Chairperson 
of HPS/MAG.

Signature programs included the People, Plants and Garden 
weekend; Fall Gardeners Market; Member Days at certain 
wholesale nurseries; joint lectures, and the Annual Meeting 
(a pot-luck and brief slide show). HPS/MAG’s own 

Seed Exchange 
began, and the 
first Special 
Interest 
Groups were 
launched.

DavidDavid

SIG cutting exchangeSIG cutting exchange
Seed Exchange

People, Plants and Gardens visitors at Charles Cresson’sPeople, Plants and Gardens visitors at Charles Cresson’s

1994
The new logo featuring a snowflake (for hardiness) and a generic flower 
premiered on the April Newsletter.

1996
HPS/MAG joined with the Scott Arboretum and the Chanticleer 
Foundation to publish PlantSource, a printed guide to buying plants 
in SE Pennsylvania. For a time there was an online version as well.

1997 The inaugural March Into Spring was 
held featuring lectures, a live auction, 
and plant and book sales. David Culp 
and Charles Cresson opened their 
gardens that weekend. 

The first joint lecture with 
the Scott Arboretum was 
held in February.

1999
Our domestic trip program launched with a 2-day visit to the Hamptons 
in September. Except for the COVID years, HPS/MAG members have 
traveled up and down the East Coast every year since then. 

2001
Our international travels began with a 10-day garden tour of 
Ireland. The 19 travelers bonded over Guiness, Gaelic, and a bit 
of respite from the 9/11 attacks just a week prior.

2002
In conjunction with Scott Arboretum, HPS/MAG 
establishes the Walkovic Memorial Lecture, 
following Joanne’s untimely death.

2003
HPS/MAG awarded grant scholarships of $2,500 to several graduates of 
the W.B. Saul Agricultural High School. As of 2026, HPS/MAG has awarded 
$138,244 supporting 128 non-profit community organizations through a 
competitive process with their horticultural projects.

2004
The one-day Member Garden Tour replaces the 
People, Plants and Garden weekend.

2006
HPS/MAG goes digital with the 
launch of its website.

2014
HPS/MAG goes social, with the launch 
of its Facebook page.

2019
HPS/MAG acquired 501(c)3 tax status, allowing it to 
accept tax-deductible donations.

2020
The newsletter is relaunched under Pat Moir’s 
winning name, “Hardy Happenings.”

2020-2021
HPS/MAG pivots to support members during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Some programs and events go virtual, including 
the 2020 March Into Spring auction. As restrictions loosen, 
masked in-person events re-start.

2026
As the USA marks its 250th anniversary, HPS/MAG marks its 40th, 
a milestone reached by only about 12% of organizations. 
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EVENTS 
C A L E N D A R

See pages 2–3 or hardyplant.org for more 
information about events and Special Interest 

Groups. Also visit the website for calendar updates.

JANUARY
24 Fri, 10:00am–12:00pm
 Seed Propagation Workshop,  

Jenkins Arboretum
28 Fri, 10:00am–2:30pm
 First Seed Exchange Workshop (cleaning, 

packaging); continuing every Tue, Wed, Thu 
into February, The Henry Foundation

30 Thu, 10:00am
 Pop Up Event – HPS Website 101, Home  

of Laura Axel, Wyndmoor, PA

FEBRUARY
2 Sun, 2:00 – 3:00pm
 Joanne Walkovic Memorial Lecture / Joint 

Lecture with Scott Arboretum – David Culp on 
“A Bountiful Year: Six Seasons of Beauty from 
Brandywine Cottage,” Swarthmore College

4 Tue, 10:00am
 Pop Up Event – HPS Website 101, Penn Oaks 

Tennis and Fitness, West Chester, PA

MARCH
14 Sat, 8:00am– 4:00pm
 March into Spring Symposium 

see article at right

MAY
11–15 HPS Trip to Virginia Beach, VA and  

        Raleigh, NC
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The theme of this year’s symposium for gardeners gives a 
nod and wink to Jane Austen, one of the great writers of 
the 18th century, who adroitly offered insights into human 
culture. Our speakers this year are wonderful authors as 
well, and will be launching their latest books with us in March. Their topics speak to our 
sensibilities now, in the 21st century, where aesthetics in horticulture continue to matter. 
Yet we also look beyond ourselves and consider how our decisions in the garden may 
impact the intricate community of the multitude of species all around us.

We’ll begin with Ken Druse and a focus on scent in our gardens, while we savor exqui-
site photos of his garden. Tom Christopher will share the inspirations behind another 
wonderful garden, Wave Hill on the Hudson. In the afternoon, Kim Eierman will encour-
age us with planting ideas to nurture pollinators. Then Doug Tallamy will inform on his 
latest research into the complex web woven among plants, insects and other fauna, and 
ourselves.

Registration is open now. For more information, and to register, go to our website 
hardyplant.org or see the March into Spring brochure included with this newsletter.

MARCH INTO SPRING 2020 
Scents and Sensibilities for Gardeners

SAT, MARCH 14
8:00am– 4:00pm
Delaware County 
Community College, 
Media, PA 19063

Flowering Cures for the Winter Blues
by Nora Sirbaugh

GARDENER’S SOAP BOX  | An open forum for HPS gardeners to share relevant, helpful, and succinct (<250 words) 
opinions, insights, and learnings on the art and science of gardening and horticulture.

What’s a gardener to do? Winter closes in, the ground freezes and the abundance of greenery lies 
in heaps. Winter is when I read books that often are charming memoirs and fictions that revolve 
around gardening. A favorite is Down the Garden Path by Beverley Nichols (1898–1983), offering 
this nugget: “...having something in bloom every month of the year.”

While winter blooms might not have the same opulence of high summer, they still thrill and 
surprise. So I set out to populate my garden with wintertime flowers. Winter flowering is distinct-
ly different from winter interest, the latter typified by spectacular bark and berries on woodies, 
and the herbaceous displays of, for example, Christmas ferns, Polystichum acrostichoides, tassel 
ferns, Polystichum polyblepharum, the Japanese holly fern, Cyrtomium falcatum, and the varie-
gated Helleborus x ballardiae.

But flowers in winter? In December, one of my favorite witch hazels blooms–Hamamelis x 
intermedia ‘Rochester’–deliciously fragrant with copper-orange flowers. Next to winterberry 
hollies, Ilex verticillata ‘Winter Red’ and ‘Winter Gold,’ it’s a 
sight for sore eyes.

January shows a reliable little clump of snowdrops, Galanthus 
elwesii, flowering in a sheltered sunny spot. The winter jasmine, 
Jasminum nudiflorum, presents a few flowers, all the more 
appreciated for their cheerful defiance of the elements.

In February, the flowers open on my Hamamelis x intermedia 
‘Jelena’ with bright, coppery orange flowers and on ‘Amethyst,’ 
with reddish purple blooms (think amethysts). Also, we see many 
more Galanthus and the earliest of the winter aconite, Eranthis 
hyemalis, in sheltered spots. The hellebores, with tightly closed 
buds, are a tease. If there’s a mild spell, Prunus mume goes into 
bloom, lovely in pink and white and rich in fragrance.

March brings an explosion of flowers. Sweet box, Sarcococca humilis, produces modest, 
sweetly scented flowers. ‘Amethyst’ and ‘Jelena’ are in their glory, and Hamamelis x intermedia 
‘Sunburst’ is a glory of bright yellow. Yellow also appears in the full display of the winter jasmine, 
which has been flinging flowers off and on through these harsh months. Hellebores bloom, the 
epimediums unfurl their fragile stems in glories of orange, yellow, pink, and white. With all the 
snowdrops, the Tommies too, Crocus tommasinianus, are out in drifts in shades of lavender. 
If you are lucky enough (I, alas, am not) to be in a slightly milder spot, your Edgeworthia 
chrysantha, paperbush, is in bloom as well.

HPS/MAG 2020 Budget
from Jan Herbster, Treasurer

Capital & Reserve ...............$143,505.00
(as of September 30, 2019)

What are your 
favorite winter 
bloomers? Let 
us know.

Tom ChristopherKen Druse Kim Eierman Doug Tallamy

Like us on Facebook!
“Hardy Plant Society – 

Mid Atlantic Group”

President’s Message
by Sandy Vernick

The HPS/MAG Annual Meeting was held on Sunday, 
December 1, at Jenkins Arboretum. Carol Verhake, 
Nominating Committee chair, presented the slate of 
nominees for the 2020 Board, the members voted, 
and the slate was approved. The Officers and Direc-
tors for the coming year are shown to the right.

Janice Thomas was named a Distinguished Lifetime 
Member in recognition of her work for HPS over the 
years. Gifts, made by Helen DiCaprio, were presented 
to Sharon Anderson and Ilona Ontscherenki, who are 
leaving the Board, and to Mary Ann Thomas, who, 
after many years, has resigned as Hospitality Chair. 
She will be succeeded by Joanne Patti.

Our speaker was Nicole Juday Rhoads whose talk 
on the horticultural history of the Philadelphia region 
was very much enjoyed by all. Thank you, Nicole.

Congratulations to Pat Moir who will receive a two-
year membership for submitting the winning name–
Hardy Happenings–for our newsletter.

HPS/MAG Officers for 2020
President – Sandy Vernick
Vice President – Nora Sirbaugh
Past President – Carol Verhake
Secretary – Mary Huis
Treasurer – Jan Herbster
Membership Chair – Janice Thomas
Programs Chair – Janet Caputo
Publications Chair – Kathy Yocom
Publicity – Nancy Stedman
Ways & Means – Laura Axel
Members-at-Large 2019/2020 –  
 Sam Barnett, Carol Smith
Members-at-Large 2020/2021 –  
 Miriam Fisher Schaefer, Thom Mrazik

HPS/MAG is run almost entirely by volunteers who 
benefit from the friendship and shared experience of 
plant lovers working together. Our members include 
some of the area’s most knowledgeable gardeners 
who are always pleased to share information. The 
more you volunteer, the more you learn! For informa-
tion on some of ways, both big and small, that you can 
help, go the Volunteer section of hardyplant.org. 
Resolve to become an HPS Volunteer in 2020!

Contribution ...........................$6,000.00
Fundraising ..................................500.00
Membership ...........................23,245.00
Programs .................................33,000.00

Total Inflow ................. $62,745.00

Admin/Operation .................$22,010.00
Grant/Donations ....................10,500.00
Printing/Postage ..........................600.00
Programs .................................22,750.00
Publications ..............................6,885.00

Total Outflow ............... $62,745.00
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